
Programme Specification (Undergraduate) 
Date amended: 9/01/15 

1. Programme Title(s) and UCAS code(s):

BA (Hons) Humanities and Arts (3 year route) 

2. Awarding body or institution:

University of Leicester 

3. a) Mode of study:

Part-Time 

b) Type of study:

Campus based 

4. Registration periods:

The normal period of registration is three years  

The maximum period of registration is five years 

5. Typical entry requirements:

Candidates must have completed 120 credits at HE Level 1/FHEQ Level 4 for which they
should produce a transcript of results or certificate; OR have proven evidence of work
experience justifying entry plus 60 credits at HE level (see below). All candidates must
provide a reference from a work colleague, employer or ex-tutor who can confirm they
have the abilities to complete the programme.

Following application, suitability for the course is typically assessed through discussion
with the applicant, either by telephone interview or ideally face to face.

6. Accreditation of Prior Learning:

 N/A 

7. Programme aims:

The programme aims to provide a multi-disciplinary educational experience, grounded in the 
study of literature, history, the arts and religion and philosophy. It is particularly aimed at 
mature students who have returned to study later in life either for enjoyment and intellectual 
stimulus or to improve their employment prospects and make a career change. The basic 
aim is to enable to student to gain a better understanding of the human cultures within which 
they live, and have lived, and by which they have thus been shaped as people. 

It is structured to enable broad-based study at HE Level 2/FHEQ Level 5 and limited 
specialization in one of four pathways at HE Level 3/FHEQ Level 6, and to encourage 
learning to occur directly through group-interaction as well in the input provided within taught 
sessions. To maximize the intensity and depth of the study experience, opportunities are 
provided for residential elements within the programme (compulsory at Level 2/5 and 
optional, depending on the choice of modules, at Level 3/6). 

8. Reference points used to inform the programme specification:

 The Framework for Higher Education Qualifications

 University of Leicester Learning & Teaching Strategy:

http://www2.le.ac.uk/offices/sas2/quality/learnteach

http://www2.le.ac.uk/offices/sas2/quality/learnteach


 

 QAA benchmark statements for the following subjects:  
o Classics and ancient history (including Byzantine Studies and Modern Greek) 

(2014) 
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/SBS-classics-14.pdf 

o Communication, media, film and cultural studies (2008) 
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/Subject-benchmark-
statement-Communication-media-film-and-cultural-studies.pdf 

o English (2015) 
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/SBS-English-15.pdf 

o History (2014) 
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/SBS-history-14.pdf 

o History of art, architecture and design (2008)  
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/Subject-benchmark-
statement-History-of-art-architecture-and-design.pdf 

o Philosophy (2015) 
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/SBS-philosophy-15.pdf 

o Theology and religious studies (2014) 
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/SBS-theology-religious-
studies.pdf 

 

 External Examiners’ reports 

 University of Leicester Periodic Development Review Report (November 2012) 

 Formal and informal feedback from tutors on the programme; formal feedback is via 
module review questionnaires and feedback sessions at the annual residential 
course. 

9. Programme Outcomes: 

Intended Learning 
Outcomes 

Teaching and Learning 
Methods 

How Demonstrated? 

(a) Discipline specific knowledge and competencies 

(i) Mastery of an appropriate body of knowledge 

Demonstrate mastery of a 
body of knowledge 
pertinent to understanding 
the development and 
current state of Western 
culture 
 

Lectures, seminars, directed 
reading, independent 
research, resource-based 
learning.  
 

Essays, essay-based 
examinations, seminar 
presentations, contributions to 
discussions, problem-based 
exercises.  
 

(ii) Understanding and application of key concepts and techniques 

Demonstrate 
understanding of the 
complex inter-relationship 
of history, thought, 
religious practice and the 
arts in the development of 
Western culture.  
 
Be able to employ a 
variety of approaches to 
interpreting literary and 
artistic texts, sources and 
artefacts. 
 
 

Lectures, seminars, directed 
reading, independent 
research, computer-based 
practical exercises, team 
problem-solving exercises.  
 
 
Seminars, independent 
research, computer-based 
practical exercises, team 
problem-solving exercises. 

Essays, essay-based 
examinations, seminar 
presentations, contributions to 
discussions, computer-based 
practical exercises, problem-
based exercises 

http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/SBS-classics-14.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/Subject-benchmark-statement-Communication-media-film-and-cultural-studies.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/Subject-benchmark-statement-Communication-media-film-and-cultural-studies.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/SBS-English-15.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/SBS-history-14.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/Subject-benchmark-statement-History-of-art-architecture-and-design.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/Subject-benchmark-statement-History-of-art-architecture-and-design.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/SBS-philosophy-15.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/SBS-theology-religious-studies.pdf
http://www.qaa.ac.uk/en/Publications/Documents/SBS-theology-religious-studies.pdf


 

Intended Learning 
Outcomes 

Teaching and Learning 
Methods 

How Demonstrated? 

(iii) Critical analysis of key issues 

 
Critically analyse texts, 
objects and works of art 
from different phases of 
Western history  
 
Assess the extent to which 
particular disciplines and 
phases/products of 
Western history are 
particularly crucial to 
understanding the present. 
 
Reflect critically on the 
nature and methods of the 
different disciplines which 
make up the degree. 
 

Lectures, tutorials, seminars, 
directed reading, independent 
research, team problem-
solving exercises  
 

Essays, essay-based 
examinations, seminar 
presentations, independent 
research projects, 
contributions to discussions, 
problem-based exercises. 

(iv) Clear and concise presentation of material 

Present humanities and 
arts-related issues, 
problems and arguments 
in a variety of written and 
oral formats.  
 

Tutorials, seminars, directed 
reading, independent 
research, team problem-
solving exercises.  
 

Writing tasks, seminar 
presentations, group tasks, 
contributions to discussions.  
 

(v) Critical appraisal of evidence with appropriate insight 

Develop and sustain 
arguments, formulating 
appropriate questions, 
identifying and exploiting 
resources and utilizing 
evidence.  
 
Read, analyse, and reflect 
critically and contextually 
upon texts, works of art 
and artefacts and other 
source materials.  
 

Tutorials, seminars, directed 
reading, independent 
research, team problem-
solving exercises.  
 
 
 
Tutorials, seminars, directed 
reading, independent 
research, computer-aided 
learning, team problem-
solving exercises.  
 

Essays, essay-based 
examinations, seminar 
presentations, contributions to 
discussions, problem-based 
exercises (and, where chosen, 
dissertation). 

(vi) Other discipline specific competencies 

Assess the relative merits 
of the different disciplines 
which make up the degree 
 

Tutorials, seminars, directed 
reading, independent 
research, team problem-
solving exercises 

Essays, essay-based 
examinations, seminar 
presentations, contributions to 
discussions, problem-based 
exercises (and, where chosen, 
dissertation). 
 

(b) Transferable skills 

(i) Oral communication 

Demonstrate an ability to 
present arguments to a 
group in a competent 
manner. 
 

Oral presentations in seminars 
and group discussion 

Evaluation of clarity of 
expression in group contexts 
and formal presentations 
 



 

Intended Learning 
Outcomes 

Teaching and Learning 
Methods 

How Demonstrated? 

(ii) Written communication 

Demonstrate clarity and 
coherence in the 
presentation of analysis 
and argument 
 
Write arguments to 
varying lengths and for 
different purposes, 
audiences and levels of 
formality 
 
Prepare academic texts to 
a high level of 
competence, appropriately 
referenced  
 
 

Course work assignments and 
(where appropriate) 
examinations 

Successful completion of 
course work 
assignments/examinations (as 
appropriate to modules 
selected) 
 

(iii) Information technology 

Demonstrate the 
acquisition and use of 
basic  IT skills including 
the use of word 
processing facilities, using 
e-mail, Internet research,  
 
Interact with virtual 
learning environments 
 
 

Use of  IT facility to process 
assignments, of the Internet in 
researching for assignments 
and presentations, and (as 
appropriate) use of 
PowerPoint when preparing 
presentations 
 

Successful completion of  
assignments and (where 
chosen) dissertation (level 3) 

(iv) Numeracy 

(As appropriate) Analyse 
data using statistical and 
graphical techniques  
 

 
(As appropriate) Within group 
exercises and when relevant 
in private study and personal 
research  

(When appropriate) Successful 
completion of 
assignments/examinations 
 

(v) Team working 

Demonstrate the ability to 
work in small groups on 
tasks pertinent to module 
content 
 

Group tasks and projects Apposite contribution to group 
processes in modules and 
through evidence of learning 
gained in assignments 
 

(vi) Problem solving 

Demonstrate the ability to: 
 
analyse critically a range 
of literary texts and visual 
imagery from diverse 
disciplinary perspectives 
 
address questions 
pertaining to contemporary 
thought and practices in a 
multi-disciplinary manner 
 

Lectures, seminars, group 
tasks, private study. 
 

Successful completion of 
written 
assignments/examinations 
 



 

Intended Learning 
Outcomes 

Teaching and Learning 
Methods 

How Demonstrated? 

(vii) Information handling 

Demonstrate the ability to 
identify, retrieve and 
present information 
relevant to group 
discussions, presentations 
and assignments 
 

Private study, group tasks, 
personal research. 

Successful completion of 
assignments and (where 
chosen) dissertation (Level 3) 

(viii) Skills for lifelong learning 

Demonstrate the ability to: 
 
acquire, assimilate and 
communicate to others 
knowledge and skills 
related to a number of 
academic disciplines 
 
reach independent 
intellectual conclusions 
 
write in a range of forms 
(e.g. essay, report, critical 
review) 
 
organize one’s own time  
efficiently and effectively  
 
write and think clearly 
under pressure to meet 
deadlines 
 

Lectures, seminars, group 
tasks, tutorials, private study, 
presentations  
 
 

Successful completion of 
course work 
assignments/examinations 
 

 
10. Progression points: 
At the end of level 2.  
 
In cases where a student has failed to meet a requirement to progress he or she will be 
required to withdraw from the course. 

11. Special features:  

At HE level 2/FHEQ Level 5, all students gain a good grounding in multi-disciplinary skills 
needed to address the subject areas which make up the programme (in literary study, study 
of the visual arts, historical enquiry and for examining religious and philosophical thought and 
practice). At level 3/FHEQ Level 6, students extend their knowledge and skills and continue 
to work across disciplines, though with the opportunity to major heavily on one of the four 
disciplinary pathways. The variety of subject areas addressed and range of skills developed 
are strengths and attractions of the programme.  
 
The required multi-disciplinarity provides especially strong arts-based preparation for a 
variety of working contexts.  
 
The residential component (compulsory at Level 2, optional at Level 3) develops students’ 
capacity to study intensively and to develop above-average inter-personal skills through 
group-interaction. 



 

12. Indications of programme quality 

External Examiner comments  
Competence/Proven expertise of multi-disciplinary team (using teaching staff from across the 
University and beyond) 
 
13. The details of the External Examiner(s) for this programme and the most recent External 

Examiners’ reports can be found here. 
 

Appendix 1: Programme structure (programme regulations) 

 
Year 1 (HE Level 2/FHEQ Level 5) 
 

 
Term 1 

 
Term  
1-2 

 

 
Term 2 

 
Residential 

School 

 
Term  
2-3 

 
Term 3 

 
Total 
Credits 

 
How the West 
Came About 

 
What is 
Culture? 

 
The Urban 
Experience 

 
European 
Architecture 

 
Optional 
Module 

 
Optional 
module  

 

 
10 
 

 
10 

 
20 

 
20 

 
10 

 
10 

 
80 

 
 
(First half of) Year 2 (HE Level 2/FHEQ Level 5) 
 
 

 
Term 1 

 
Term 1-2 

Total 
Credits 
 

 
Exploring Poetry 

 
Religion in the Modern World 

 

 

 
20 

 
20 
 

 
40 

 
(Second half of) Year 2 (HE Level 3/FHEQ Level 6) 
 
At HE Level 3/FHEQ Level 6, students opt to study 6 x 20-credit modules (or 4 modules plus 
a 40-credit dissertation) of which at least 20 must be in one of the four pathways (arts, 
history, literature, religion and philosophy) and 60 may be in a single pathway. 
 
In the residential school, and in the Summer term, second and third-year students may be 
mixed, as all study occurs at HE Level 3/FHEQ Level 6. 
 

 
Term 2 

 
Residential School/Term 3  

 

 
Total 
Credits 
 

 
Option in 1 of 4 pathways 

 

 
Option in 1 of 4 pathways 

 

 
20 

 
20 

 
40 

https://exampapers.le.ac.uk/xmlui/handle/123456789/222


 

 

 
Year 3 (HE Level 3/FHEQ Level 6) 
 

 
Term 1 

 
Term 1-2 

 

 
Term 2 

 

 
Residential 

School/Term 3 

 
Total 
Credits 

 
Option in 1 of 4 

pathways 
 

 
Option in 1 of 4 

pathways 

 
Option in 1 of 4 

pathways 

 
Option in 1 of 4 

pathways 

 

 
20 
 

 
20 

 
20 

 
20 

 
80 

 

Appendix 2: Skills Matrix 

 

Appendix 3: Module Specifications 

 
a) List of Modules 
 
Level 2 
 
Core:  
 

Code Title Credits 

AE2301 How the West Came About [An Introduction to the BA] 10 

AE2302 The Urban Experience [H] 20 

AE2303 European Architecture [A] 20 

AE2526  What is Culture? [A] 10 

AE2305 Religion in the Modern World [R&P] 20 

AE2306 Exploring Poetry [L] 20 

 
Options:   
 

Code Title Credits 

AE2324 Shakespeare in History [L] 10 

AE2308 Ancient Rome: Writing and History [H/L] 10 

AE2309 The Making of Modern Europe: Revolutionary Continent, 
c.1780-1918 [H] 

10 

AE2323 Introducing Classical Thought [R&P/L] 10 

AE2319 Meaning and Mystery: Dutch Painting in the Age of 
Vermeer [AH] 

10 

AE2527 The Bible and Contemporary Culture 10 

 
 
Level 3 
 
Options: 
 

Code Title Credits 

AE2325 History Around Us [H] 20 

AE3319 Philosophy via Film [R&P/A] 20 

AE3302 Edwardian Britain [H] 20 



 

AE3321 Mosaics, Manuscripts, Masterpieces [A] 20 

AE3301 Modernity and Modernist Media [L] 20 

AE3306 The Medieval Worldview [H/R&P] 20 

AE3307 Key Developments in 20th & 21stC Art [A] 20 

AE3309 The Pursuit of Liberty: The Development of European 
Political Thought [H/R&P] 

20 

AE3310 Theatre and Drama in Renaissance England [L] 20 

AE3311 Fans, Canons, Scriptures and Cults: Patterns of 
Contemporary Meaning-Making [A/R&P] 

20 

AE3312 Pre-Raphaelite Art: History and Nature [A] 20 

AE3313 Ancient Greece: Culture and Drama [L/H] 20 

AE3314 Texts in Modern Christian Theology [R&P] 20 

AE3315 The 20th Century Novel in International Perspective [L] 20 

AE3316 Histories of Everyday Things: Material Culture and 
Historical Research [H] 

20 

AE3324 Britain and the Roman Empire: Sources and Contexts 
[L/H] 

20 

AE3302 Chaucer’s England [L/H] 20 

AE3326  The Author in Depth 20 

AE3317 Special Study [A/H/L/R&P] 20 

AE3318 Dissertation [A/H/L/R&P] 40 

AE3325 The English Country House c.1600-2016 [H/L/AH] 20 

AE3304 Islam in the Modern World [R/P] 20 

AE3300 Reformation and Transformation in Europe [H/R&P] 20 

 
A = Visual Arts 
H = History 
L = Literature 
R&P = Religion and Philosophy 

Appendix 2: Module specifications 

See module specification database http://www.le.ac.uk/sas/courses/documentation   
 
Appendix 3: Skills matrix 

 

http://www.le.ac.uk/sas/courses/documentation


 

Appendix 3: Skills Matrix: BA in Humanities and Arts  

YR3  Level 2 YR4 Level 2 YR4 Level 3 YR5 Level 3 Dissertation/Special Study  
Date amended: September 2015 

Programme Learning Outcomes 

  

          

(a) Discipline specific knowledge and competencies           

Acquire knowledge of different aspects of Western culture and society from 
ancient times to the present day x x x x x 

Acquire the basic discipline tools of analysis for the four routes of the BA x x       

Develop critical analysis skills  x x x x x 

Understand, assess and evaluate ideas in relation to all four routes x x       

Understand, assess and evaluate ideas in relation to selected specialism(s)     x x x 

Carry out their own research projects        x x 

To debate and convince others of a particular viewpoint x x x x x 

To provide evidence-based arguments  x x x x x 

To think and act creatively, particularly within the Arts discilpines   x x x x x 

Demonstrate independent thinking in ideas and arguments      x x x 

To be able to evaluate a variety of different kinds of sources  x x x x x 

Develop opinions, propose ideas and theories     x x x 

To be able to work alone  x x x x x 

(b) Transferable skills           

(I) Oral communication           

Be able to express ideas orally with clarity and confidence.  x x x x   

Be able to participate orally within a group, formulating and responding to 
questions. 

x x x x   

Demonstrate effectiveness as a participant in seminar/group debate x x x x   

(ii) Written communication           

Write well in a variety of formats x x x x x 

Convey meaning using accurate information x x x x x 

Communicate the results of their study with structured and coherent 
arguments 

x x x x x 



 

 (iii) Information technology           

Use IT to support their study  including the creation and presentation of 
appropriately-referenced written assignments 

x x x x   

Use IT to locate and analyse primary sources using Library and internet 
resources (history/art history/study of religion) 

x x x x x 

(iv) Numeracy           

Interpret quantitative data appropriately within the disciplines of history 
and the study of religion  

x x x x x 

(v) Team working           

Demonstrate and develop the ability to collaborate with others to initiate and test 
ideas and approaches and to value this experience 

x x x x   

(vi) Problem solving           

Evaluate the appropriateness of, and demonstrate the capacity to employ, 
different approaches to solving problems in the interpretations of texts, images 
and other sources.  

x x x x x 

(vii) Information handling           

Retain and absorb large amounts of information x x x x x 

Read pages of text and pick out the essential points x x x x x 

Gather evidence using techniques of observation and recording taught by the 
course and present this in combination with material from classes and derived 
through guided reading and personal research. 

x x x x   

(viii) Skills for lifelong learning            

Experience and develop their ability to absorb new skills and areas of knowledge 
within a structured and managed environment 

x x x x x 

Develop a reflective awareness of their capacity for personal discipline, initiative, 
independent action and personal responsibility 

x x x x x 

Gain greater confidence and self-knowledge through the study of western art, 
culture and society from ancient times to the present day 

x x x x x 

Organise their workload and work to deadlines x x x x x 

Have confidence in their own opinions  x x x x x 

            


