Department of Cardiovascular Sciences
Requests for technical support for research activity
Technical support for research activity

Following a review of the deployment of technical staff in the Department of Cardiovascular Sciences, all technical staff now have a significant proportion of their time allocated to providing support for the Department’s research activity. This focus on contributing to the research activities of the Department, and on supporting the work of research staff and students, will enable the technical resource to add value to the Department’s activities and to contribute fully to Departmental research objectives.

Depending on the grade, responsibilities may include: collecting and processing samples; conducting defined experiments and recording data; data analysis and presentation; developing and validating new techniques. At higher grades, it will include conducting individual novel research projects, developing, optimising and recording protocols, and generating accurate data for research grant applications. 

The Chief Technician will receive and respond to requests from academic and research staff for technical support for research activity:

Process for requesting technical support:

· PIs should complete the request form overleaf and email it to Dr Tim Barnes, Chief Technician.
· The Chief Technician will advise the Departmental Executive Committee, taking account of:
· Availability of technical staff with the expertise required
· Capacity of the appropriate technical staff given other responsibilities and any other requests for research support
· Availability of laboratories and specialist equipment
· The views of the Senior Research Technician at the site and the technical member of staff likely to undertake the work.
· Where the request can be accommodated in full or in part, the Departmental Executive Committee will allocate the work to an appropriate member of technical staff and inform the PI.
· Where the request cannot be accommodated, the Departmental Executive Committee will inform the PI, and the Chief Technician will discuss with them to see if a more manageable request could be considered.
· Research where a technician’s time has been funded through an external grant will be given priority.

Monitoring:

· The Chief Technician will maintain a log of all requests received and work allocated.
· At the end of a piece of work the PI will update the Chief Technician on the outcomes of the work, so that the technical staff member’s contribution to the research is fully acknowledged.
· The Chief Technician will report quarterly to the Departmental Executive Committee on technical input to research activity.


	Name of PI requesting support:
	

	Outline of research activity/project and technical support required:

	

	Anticipated start date:
	
	Duration:
	
	Hours per week:
	

	Is the technical time for this work funded through a grant? If yes, % FTE?



	Methods / techniques / expertise required:

	

	Facilities/equipment required:
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	Consumables required and how these will be provided/funded (e.g. MIF):

	

	Anticipated research outputs (e.g. data to inform grant applications, papers)

	



