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Wednesday 17 March 2010

Exceptionally Preserved Fossils:
Windows on the Evolution of Life

To be presented by Professor David Siveter

Our understanding of the history and
evolution of life on Earth relies heavily on
the fossil record and especially on rare
cases of so-called ‘exceptional
preservation’, where soft parts of animals
and entire soft-bodied animals are
preserved. Such exceptionally preserved
fossils provide an unparalleled view of
animal palaeobiology and biodiversity. Above: Fossil King Crab

The lecture will illustrate beautifully preserved fossils through geological time. It will
focus especially on spectacular finds from two of the world’s most important fossil
assemblages, from 530 million year old rocks in China and 425 million year old rocks
in the Welsh Borderland. These deposits contain a wide range of marine animals that
lived on the sea floor and in the water column, including sponges, worms, starfish,
snails and other molluscs, sea spiders, crustaceans and their relatives of various kinds
including evidence for the world’s oldest male! These fossils are crucial in helping to fill
a gap in our knowledge of the history and ecology of life and in resolving
controversies about the relationships of animals still alive today.

6.00pm
Lecture Theatre 1
Bennett Building

Refreshments will be available from 5.45pm in the Bennett foyer
where you will have the opportunity to walk through Geology and
view our flying dinosaurs display

To express an interest in attending or if you have any queries about
the lecture please contact

Sue Howell

T: 0116 252 3497

E: skh14@le.ac.uk

This event is free of charge and open to all




