
Copyright and OERs: Do’s and don’ts 

DO use: DON’T use: 

Creative Commons resources with a compatible 
licence 

YouTube resources which include infringing 
material  

Limited extracts from your own work  Logos/Trademarks without permission 
Your own photographs of everyday objects Photographs taken within restricted 

environments (ie. archives, galleries, 
exhibitions) without permission 

Sources where the licence terms explicitly permit 
your type of re-use  

Extensive extracts from your own published 
work without checking your contract 

Items out of copyright  Items from unknown sources or where 
copyright cannot be ascertained 

Short quotes from published work as long as they 
are properly referenced 

Screenshots which contain identifiable 
pictures or other personal information 

Organisations providing advice and guidance:  
JISC - JISClegal, Web2Rights project, 
JISCdigitalmedia, Eduserv – Copyright Toolkit (in 
conjunction with Copy-Right Consultants 
Limited) 

And finally, don’t assume if it’s on the web 
it’s fine to use – check the terms and 
conditions/copyright notice or contact the 
site owner 


