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Enriching a blended learning environment with Podcasts and e-tivities: a case study
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The proposed short paper presents a research study being conducted at University of Leicester rooted in a four quadrant framework supporting institutional implementation of e-learning (Salmon, 2005). The Framework offers Higher Education Institutions a strategic approach for institutional-wide adoption of e-learning, taking account of both core and peripheral technologies, to both serve existing student populations and to reach new markets. Core technologies include VLEs and electronic services offered by libraries, while peripheral technologies are mostly mobile technologies (e.g., smart phones, MP3 players) widely used for business and entertainment. 

The presentation describes the pedagogical approach taken to deliver an undergraduate course using both core and peripheral technologies, and offers early perspectives from an on-going evaluation. The module uses a blend of both face-to-face and VLE-based delivery and interactions, supported by Podcasts and e-tivities based on Salmon’s 5-stage model. 
Students’ learning experience was captured through personal interviews and an end of term focus groups. Specific questions were asked in relation to student engagement with Podcasts and e-tivities. Podcasting, widely used in entertainment, journalism and personal broadcasting, is filtering into education, increasingly catching the attention of the academic community. We urgently need to develop pedagogical models to use in supporting and enhancing students’ motivation and learning through these new technologies. Use of e-tivities based on 5-stage model, is comparatively less common in on-campus undergraduate teaching, compared to its wider use in other educational and professional settings. The current research aims to uncover its potential use in undergraduate teaching. 

The research project seeks to deliver a transferable, testable pedagogical model of enhancing the educational capabilities of current VLEs through the integration of new forms of delivery such as Podcasting, and student collaboration through structured e-tivities, to enhance students learning experience.
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