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Weighting: 20 credits 

Coordinator: Constantina Katsari 

Other tutors:  

Module 

outline: 

We will cover the development of slavery from the third century BC until 

the fourth century AD and later from the eighteenth century to the 

nineteenth century AD. In geographical terms we intend to cover the 

whole spectrum of the regions surrounding the Mediterranean as well as 

the North American lands. Despite the wide chronological and 

geographical span in this module we will focus only on a few themes of 

slavery. These themes will be treated as exemplary case studies in 

comparative history.  

Aims: - Explore several themes pertaining to Roman and American 

Slavery 

- Understand comparative history (methods and theory) 

Intended 

learning 

outcomes: 

-  research a well defined topic of their choice,  

- present their results in a written form,  

- critically evaluate and analyse both primary evidence and modern 

historical theories,  

- formulate a persuasive argument,  

- demonstrate knowledge and understanding of slavery issues in 

both the Roman world and the Antebellum American South,  

- understand and use comparative methods 

Method(s) of 

teaching: 

9 two-hour meetings, combining lectures and seminars 

Method of 

assessment: 

Essay (3000 words) 40% 

Project (4000 words) 60% 
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Sem.2 

  Teaching schedule 

Teaching wk    

Week 14 28 Jan Introduction on Comparative History 

Week 15 4 Feb The Economics of Rural and Urban Slavery  

Week 16 11 Feb The Master Class Ideology 

Week 17 18 Feb The Treatment of the Slaves 

Week 18 25 Feb Resistance and Slave Revolts 

Week 19 1-5 Mar (Reading Week) 

Week 20 11 Mar Resistance and Slave Revolts 

Week 21 18 Mar Discussion on comparative essay topics  

Week 22 25 Mar Pro- and Anti-Slavery Thought 

Week 23 6 May Manumission- Emancipation 

Week 24 13 May Digital Slavery 
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Assignments and deadlines 

 

Essay: The essay will focus on Roman slavery and should be no more than 3000 words. 

You should present your work in accordance with the essay guidelines set out in the 

handbook. The deadline is Monday 15 March 2008. Choose one of the following topics. 

 

a) Female slaves in the Roman world.  

 

S.R. Joshel and S. Murnaghan (eds.), Women and Slaves in Greco-Roman Culture, London/ 

NY 1998 

R. Saller. ‚The hierarchical household in Roman society: a study of domestic slavery‛ in 

M. Bush (ed), Serfdom and Slavery 1996, 112-129 

K.R. Bradley, ‚The nurse and the child at Rome: Duty, affect and socialisation‛, Thamyris 

1.2 (1994) 137-156 

T.A. G. McGinn, The Economy of Prostitution in the Roman World, 1994 

S. Dixon, The Roman Family, Baltimore 1992 

J. Evans-Grubbs, ‚Marriage more shameful than adultery: slave-mistress relationships, 

‘mixed marriages’ and Late Roman Law‛, Phoenix 47 (1993) 125-154. 

J.F. Gardner, Women in Roman Law and Society, Bloomington 1986 

S.B. Pomeroy, Goddesses, Whores, Wives and Slaves, New York 1975 

 

b) The Sources of Slaves. 

W. Scheidel, ‘Quantifying the sources of slaves in the Early Roman Empire’, Journal 

of Roman Studies 87 (1997) 156-169. 

W. Scheidel, ‘The hireling and the slave: a transatlantic perspective’, in: P. 

Cartledge, E. E. Cohen and L. Foxhall (eds.), Money, labour and land: approaches to the 

economies of ancient Greece, Routledge: London and New York, 2002, 175-184. 

W. Scheidel, ‘Real slave prices and the relative cost of slave labor in the Greco-

Roman world’, in: Ancient Society 35 (2005), 1-17. 

W. Scheidel, ‘Human mobility in Roman Italy, II: The slave population’, in: Journal of 

Roman Studies 95 (2005), 64-79. 

W. Scheidel, ‘Human mobility in Roman Italy, I: The free population’, 

in: Journal of Roman Studies 94 (2004), 1-26. 

W.V. Harris, ‘Demography, geography and the sources of Roman 

slaves’, Journal of Roman Studies 89 (1999), 62-75 

http://www.romansociety.org/
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c) Familia Caesaris. 

 

P.R.C. Weaver, Familia Caesaris, Cambridge 1972 

P. McKechnie, ‘Christian grave-inscriptions from the Familia Caesaris’, Journal of 

Ecclesiastical History 50.3 (1999), 427-441. 

M. Strothmann, Augustus: Vater des Res Publica, Stuttgart 2000 

K. Hopkins, ‘Elite mobility in the Roman Empire’, Past and Present 1965, 12-26 

 

Project: In this project you should compare aspects of Roman Slavery with similar 

aspects of American Slavery. The word limit is 4000 words and you should follow the 

essay guidelines set out in the handbook. The deadline is Monday 3 May 2008. Choose 

one of the following topics 

 

a) Spartacus vs Nat Turner: A case study in comparative slave revolts 

 

T. Urbainczyk, Spartacus, Duckworth 2005 

B. Shaw, Spartacus and the Slave Wars, Boston/ NY 2001 

M. Doi, ‘On the negotiations between the Roman state and the Spartacus army’, Klio 66 

(1984) 170-4. 

W.Z. Rubinsohn, ‘Was the Bellum Spartacium a slave insurrection?’ Rivista di Filologia e 

di Istruzione Classica 99 (1971): 290-9. 

K. Bradley, Slavery and Rebellion in the Roman World, Indiana 1989. 

K. S. Greenberg (ed.), The Confessions of Nat Turner and Related Documents, New York: St. 

Martins Press, 1996. 

K. S. Greenberg (ed.), Nat Turner: A Slave Rebellion in History and Memory, New York: 

Oxford University Press, 2004. 

S. A. French, The Rebellious Slave: Nat Turner in American Memory, New York: Houghton 

Mifflin, 2004. 

S. B. Oates, The Fires of Jubilee: Nat Turner’s Fierce Rebellion, New York: Harper and Row, 

1975. 

E. D. Genovese, From Rebellion to Revolution: Afro-American Slave Revolts in the Making of 

the Modern World, Baton Rouge, LA: Louisiana State University Press, 1979. 

V. Harding, There is a River: The Black Struggle for Freedom in America, Orlando, FL: 

Harcourt Brace, 1981. 

 

b) Slaves in the Roman familia and in the Southern household 
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K. Bradley, Discovering the Roman Family, NY/ Oxford 1991. 

M.B. Flory. ‘Family in familia: kinship and community in slavery’, American Journal of 

Ancient History 3 (1978) 78-95. 

J. Gardner and T. Wiedemann (eds.), The Roman Household: A Sourcebook, London/ NY 

1991. 

R.P. Saller, Personal Patronage under the Early Empire, Cambridge 1982 

R.P. Saller, ‘Slavery and the Roman family’, in M.I. Finley (ed.), Classical Slavery, London 

1987, 65-87 

E. D. Genovese, ‚Our Family, White and Black: Family and Household in the Southern 

Slaveholders’ World View‛, in C. Bleser (ed.), In Joy and In Sorrow: Women, Family, and 

Marriage in the Victorian South, New York: Oxford University Press 1993, pp. 69-87. 

E. D. Genovese, Roll, Jordan, Roll: The World the Slaves Made, New York: Pantheon Books, 

1974. 

W. L. Rose, ‚The Domestication of Domestic Slavery‛, in W. L. Rose, Slavery and Freedom, 

New York: Oxford University Press 1982, pp. 18-36. 

W. K. Scarborough, Masters of the Big House: Elite Slaveholders of the Mid-Nineteenth-

Century South, Baton Rouge, LA: Louisiana State University Press, 2003. 

W. Dusinberre, “Them Dark Days”: Slavery in the American Rice Swamps, New York: 

Oxford University Press, 1996. 

E. Fox-Genovese, Within the Plantation Household: Black and White Women in the Old South, 

Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 1988. 

 

c) The legal status of Roman and American slaves 

 

A. Watson, Roman Slave Law, Johns Hopkins 1987. 

D. Johnston, Roman Law in Context, Cambridge 1999. 

A. Watson, Roman law and Comparative Law, Georgia 1991. 

A. Watson, The Spirit of Roman Law, Georgia 1995. 

W.W. Buckland, The Roman Law of Slavery, Cambridge 1908 (with caution). 

T. D. Morris, Southern Slavery and the Law, 1619-1860, Chapel Hill, NC: University of 

North Carolina Press, 1996. 

K. L. Hall (ed.), The Law of American Slavery: Major Interpretations, New York: 1987. 

E. D. Genovese, ‚The Hegemonic Function of the Law‛ in E. D. Genovese, Roll, Jordan, 

Roll: The World the Slaves Made, New York: Pantheon Books, 1974, pp. 25-48. 

W. E. Wiethall, A Peculiar Institution: The Judicial Advocacy of Slavery in High Courts in the 

Old South, Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 1996. 
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J. B. Wahl, The Bondsman’s Burden: An Economic and Historical Analysis of the Common Law 

of Slavery in the United States, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998. 

A. Watson, Slave Law in the Americas, Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 1989. 

 

For an extensive Bibliography and Sources, see the relevant documents on Blackboard 

 

 


